PROJECT DATA 118-03

Project Name: ~ Providence River Relocation Project: Creating a Place for Community and Art

Owner: City of Providence and the State of Rhode Island
Location: Providence, Rhode Island
Project Use: Walking; jogging; boating; performances: WaterFire, theatre, music; Convergence sculpture exhibit; gathering: social,
educational, religious, civic events
Project Size: 11 acres (immediate park area)
Total Development Cost:  $60 million Annual Operating Budget: N/A
Date Initiated: August 1984 Percent Completed by December 1, 2002:  100%

Project Completion Date: Construction completed in phases, with Waterplace Park first opening in 1994, Memorial Park in
1996, and the southern extension of the park walkway system dedicated in April 2002.
Programming has been ongoing since 1995.

Application submitted by:

Name: Dan Baudouin Title: Executive Director
Organization:  The Providence Foundation
Address: 30 Exchange Terrace City/State/Zip:  Providence, RI 02903
Telephone: (401) 521-3248 Fax: (401) 751-2434
E-mail: dbaudouin @provchamber.com Weekend Contact Number (for notification): (401) 374-4963
Key Participants:
Organization Key Participant Telephone/e-mail
Public Agencies:
Providence Department of Planning & Development Sam Shamoon (401) 351-4300, sams @providenceri.com
Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) Wendall J. Flanders (401) 222-2468, wilander @dot.state.ri.us
W. Edward Wood (former Director), (401) 377-2820
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Daniel Berman (401) 528-4560, dan.berman @thwa.dot.gov
Gordon Hoxie (former Division Administrator)
Providence Parks Department Robert McMahon (401) 785-9450, rmcmahon @providenceri.com
Rhode Island Department Environmental Management Fred Vincent (401) 222-4700x2405, Evincent@dem.state.ri.us

Robert Bendick (former Director), (401) 682-3664
Architect (of River Relocation Project):

William D. Warner Architects & Planners William D. Warner (401) 295-8851, wdwap @ids.net
Designer (of WaterFire installation):

WaterFire Providence Barnaby Evans (401) 273-1155, barnaby @ waterfire.org
Engineer:

Maguire Group Inc. David Freeman (401) 272-6000
Professional Consultant:

Corporate Services Inc. N.J. “Pete” Pointner (630) 221-8225, njpeap @aol.com

Community Group:
Rhode Island Historical Preservation

& Heritage Commission (RIHPHC) Edward F. Sanderson (401) 222-4130, esanderson @rihphc.state.ri.us

Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) Fran Gast (401) 454-6421, fgast@risd.edu
Other:

Providence Foundation Dan Baudouin (401) 521-3248, dbaudouin @provchamber.com

Ken Omnstein (former Director)

CapitolArts Providence Bob Rizzo (401) 621-1992, info @caparts.org
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The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, and to
post on the Bruner Foundation web sites, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority

to submit the application and all attaghed jnaterjals and to grant these rights and permissions.
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Robert Bendick, former director of the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM),
William Warner, Architect, and the Providence Foundation apply to the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) for funding of a Providence Waterfront Study.

River Relocation Project Chronology

The Providence Foundation secures commitment of both Governor Garrahy and Mayor Cianci to support a
study of Providence’s waterfront. Architect and planner William Warner is asked by the Providence
Foundation to develop a plan to reclaim the city’s waterfront.

Planning grant from NEA is announced. The Providence Foundation is asked to include in the study a plan to
solve the anticipated traffic congestion that would be created in Memorial Square once Capital Center was
completed. The plan calls for extending Memorial Boulevard along the Providence River and relocating the
Moshassuck and Woonasquatucket Rivers.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT)
conduct an Environmental Assessment for the proposed Memorial Boulevard Extension Project.

A public hearing is conducted in Providence for comment on the four alternatives identified in the
Environmental Assessment. The River Relocation Project is selected.

Cost sharing formulas for city / state share of the River Relocation are agreed to by the FHW A, Governor
Garrahy, and Mayor Paolino.

Engineering by Maguire Group Inc. (MGI) and design work by William D. Warner Architects and Planners
(WDWAP) begins on the Memorial Boulevard Extension (River Relocation Project).

RIDEM announced it would fund Waterplace elements ineligible for highway or walkway funds.
The federal government agreed to fund the river walk system.
Contract awarded to dismantle the World War I monument in Memorial Square and store it for future use.

A veterans ceremony is held at the World War I monument as the last stones are removed. A time capsule is
recovered and turned over to a conservator for inspection and preservation.

Ground-breaking ceremonies are held for the relocation of the Moshassuck River and construction of bridges.
Ground-breaking takes place for College and Crawford Street bridges—Contract 4.

The Moshassuck River is diverted to its new channel.

Citizens Bank formally dedicates its new building.

Ground-breaking ceremonies are held for Contract 5. Work includes relocating the Woonasquatucket River and
constructing Waterplace.

Contract 6 is awarded for work including constructing Memorial Park, relocating the World War I monument,
and completing the Memorial Boulevard Extension.

Opening of Memorial Boulevard to traffic.

Dedication of Waterplace Park

First lighting of WaterFire as part of First Night Providence.

Dedication of Memorial Park, the World War I monument, and the Providence River Waterfront.

The International Sculpture Conference is presented by the Sculpture Center and the Convergence International
Arts Festival. WaterFire is expanded to include more of the park.

The Providence Waterfront Festival moves to Waterplace Park.
Gondola service begins on Woonasquatucket and Providence Rivers.

The Liquor Amnii Project, a cultural exchange between artists in Providence and in the republic of Macedonia,
takes place in Waterplace and Memorial Parks.

Completion of the handicapped accessible dock facilities for the water taxi service.
Scenes for the NBC television show ‘“Providence” are shot in Waterplace Park.
100™ lighting of WaterFire is celebrated by expanding the installation to 100 bonfires.

Opening of riverwalk pathway extension connecting the park to the harbor area.






